
 



Opening Prayer - In Unison 

God, thank you for gathering us here. Be with us and show us what 
you would have us know - about ourselves, about one another and 
about you. In Jesus’ name. AMEN 

Take turns introducing yourselves. Who are you and why are you  
participating in this study? 

Share your favorite element of worship. Why is it your favorite? 

Gather to Worship  

Gather Around the Word  

• Read Psalm 96 together. According to this Psalm, what is the  
purpose of our corporate worship? 

• How do you understand corporate worship as standing up against the 
other “gods” of our lives and of our world? 

• When the psalmist says that strength and beauty are in the sanctuary, 
what comes to your mind? How does this work on Sunday morning? 

• Read Psalm 100 together. What does the idea of making a joyful 
noise mean to you? How does this happen on Sunday morning in  
corporate worship? 

• As you reflect on these passages discuss the following: 

 Who is the audience in our worship? How do we get this wrong at 
 times? 

 How does public worship differ from our private devotion? 

 How does public worship effect our ability to declare God’s  
 faithfulness to all generations? 

Worship is at the very heart of the church ’s life. All that the 
church is and does is rooted in its worship. The community of 

faith, gathered in response to God ’s call, is formed in its 
worship. Worship is the principal influence that shapes our faith 

and is the most visible way we express that faith.   
Book of Common Worship, PCUSA 
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Psalm 96 
 

O sing to the Lord a 

new song; sing to the  

Lord, all the earth. Sing 

to the Lord, bless his 

name; tell of his  

salvation from day to 

day. Declare his glory 

among the nations, his  

marvelous works among 

all the peoples. For 

great is the Lord, and 

greatly to be praised; he 

is to be revered above 

all gods. For all the 

gods of the peoples are 

idols, but the Lord  

made the heavens.  

Honor and majesty are 

before him; strength 

and beauty are in his 

sanctuary. Worship 

the Lord in holy  

splendor; tremble  

before him, all the 

earth. 

Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise to 

the Lord, all the earth.  

Worship the Lord with 

gladness; Enter his 

gates with  

thanksgiving, and his 

courts with praise. Give 

thanks to him, bless his 

name. For the Lord is 

good; his steadfast love 

endures for ever, and 

his faithfulness to all 

generations. 

 

 

Gather Up  



• Read the quote from the Book of Common Worship. How does corporate 
worship “form” and “shape” the community gathered? Can you think of an 
example? 

• Read the quote from Emily Craven. What do you think of her take on the 
unique and “beautifully strange” activity of corporate worship? 

• Read the quote from Emily Wright. Do you think of worship as a time all 
about God and not about you? Do you think of worship as a time when God 
is the audience? Why do we sometimes assume that we are the audience 
of worship? 

• Talk about worship in the swimming pool, or golf course, or lying on the 
beach. How would you answer the question Emily Wright asked Emily  
Craven? 

• Can you make a case for the importance of corporate worship in a  
culture that increasingly devalues it? What would you say? 

Take time to read Psalm 100 together slowly as a group. 

In a time of silent prayer, allow each other to lift up those things you are grate-
ful for at that moment, saying… 

God I give thanks  to you and bless your name because you have 
_____________.   

The group will then respond: Your steadfast love endures forever. 

When everyone has had a chance, and it grows silent, read Psalm 100 to-
gether again slowly as a group. 

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

• What do you think of the values that undergird our corporate worship here 
at WHPC? 

• How would you describe our worship to a prospective visitor? 

• What do you think of Emily Wright’s challenge to our congregation to make 
worship a priority - or the priority - in the years ahead? What forces work 
against our members and guests as we strive to meet this challenge? 
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Emily Craven 

Worship is the  

cornerstone of who we 

are...It is when we set 

aside the world for one 

hour and sit together in 

a beautifully strange  

formation ..to focus on 

giving glory to God 

...doing that as a  

community...we set 

aside our own  

agendas and pour out 

our love to an amazing 

God. 

 

 

Emily Wright 

Worship is the one time 

when it’s just about 

God...when we have an 

audience of One.   

 

 

 

Emily’s  

Challenge: 

Recommit to regular 

worship with your 

church family at 

WHPC. 

 

When you plan your 

week, make attending 

worship a priority. 



 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

 

 

 
 

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him won ’t perish but will have eternal 

life.  God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 

•  
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Opening Prayer - In Unison 

Loving God, thank you for this time and these people. Gather us up 
and join us in the time we have together. Speak to us and open our 
hearts to one another and to you. In Jesus’ name. AMEN. 

Take turns answering the following question: What is the first memory you 
have of reading Scripture? Was it: 

A) with a relative?  B) at church? C) at school or camp?                              
  Feel free to share details!   

Why do you think some people have trouble making sense of the  
Bible? What kind of things have you heard people say?                          

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

• Read Psalm I together and discuss. The metaphor of a healthy tree 
planted by water is used to describe life rooted in the word of God 
(the law of the Lord). Does this metaphor make sense to you? Why or 
why not? What happens to the healthy tree that also happens to 
someone who spends time with God’s word? 

• Read Psalm 19 together and discuss. What does it say about the 
word of God (the law)?  What is its purpose? What effect does it have 
upon the faithful? 

• Do you think many people actually feel this way about the Bible  
today? Why or why not? When was the last time you spoke with 
someone who felt this way about the Bible? 

• Can you share any way in which you experience the Bible as  
described in Psalm 1 or Psalm 19?   

• What questions do these passages raise for you about the Bible? 

Most people are bothered by those passages of Scripture they  

do not understand, but the passages that bother me are those  

I do understand. - Mark Twain   
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Psalm 1 
 

Happy are those who do 

not follow the advice of 

the wicked, or take the 

path that sinners tread,  

or sit in the seat of 

scoffers;  but their  

delight is in the law of 

the Lord,  and on his 

law they meditate day 

and night. They are like 

trees planted by 

streams of water, which 

yield their fruit in its 

season, and their leaves 

do not wither. In all that 

they do, they prosper.  

 

Psalm 19 

The law of the Lord is 

perfect, reviving the 

soul; the decrees of 

the Lord are sure,  

making wise the  

simple; the precepts of 

the Lord are right,  

rejoicing the heart; the 

commandment of 

the Lord is clear,  

enlightening the eyes;  

the fear of the Lord is 

pure, enduring for ever; 

the ordinances of 

the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether.  

More to be desired are 

they than gold, even 

much fine gold; sweeter 

also than honey, and 

drippings of the  

honeycomb. Moreover 

by them is your servant 

warned; in keeping 

them there is great  

reward.  

 

 

 

Gather around Scripture  



•  

•  

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

•  
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• How do you understand the authority of Scripture? What does Emily mean 
when she says it’s not about ink on a page? 

• In what ways do people get confused when they speak of the authority of 
Scripture? 

• Read Mark Twain’s quote. What is he talking about? Can you relate? 

• When Emily says that we are to do more than read the Bible - that we are 
to interact with it - how might that look in your life? 

• Read Barbara Brown Taylor’s quote. What does she mean when she says 
“this willing conversion of ink back to blood is the full substance of faith”? 

• Do you believe studying or reading the Bible with a group matters? Is it 
important? Why or why not? 

• Can you share a time when group involvement with Scripture made a  
difference in your life? 

Read together Psalm 19 

Enter into silent prayer. Let people offer a sentence or phrase asking for 
God’s help or guidance. After they offer their petition for help, the group re-
sponds: 

O Lord, revive our souls and bring our hearts joy. 

When there are no other petitions for help, and a time of silence has  
happened, read together Psalm 19 again. 

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

• What places have you seen Emily’s challenge lived out at WHPC? 

• How can we make WHPC a place where it is comfortable and safe to ask 
questions of Scripture and interact with Scripture? 

• What do you need to help Scripture come alive in your life? 
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I know that the Bible is a  

special kind of book, but … 

I can begin to mistake the 

words on the page for the 

realities they describe. I 

can begin to love the dried 

ink marks on the page 

more than I love the  

encounters that gave  

rise to them. If I am not 

careful, I can decide that I 

am really much happier 

reading my Bible than I am 

entering into what God is 

doing in my own time and 

place. The whole purpose 

of the Bible, it seems to 

me, is to convince people 

to set the written word 

down in order to become 

living words in the world 

for God's sake. For me, 

this willing conversion of 

ink back to blood is the 

full substance of faith.                 

Barbara Brown Taylor 

Emily’s Bible 

Truths 

Bible has authority in our 

lives because of who it 

points toward - Christ. 

Bible is not a book to be 

read but a book to interact 

with that speaks into our 

lives. 

Bible is meant to be  

studied, and celebrated in 

community. 

Emily’s  

Challenge 
Interact with scripture; 

ask questions of scripture; 

let scripture come alive in 

your life. 



 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

 

 

 
 

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him won ’t perish but will have eternal 

life.  God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 

•  
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Opening Prayer - In Unison 

Loving God, thank you for this time and these people. Gather us up 
and join us in the time we have together. Speak to us and open our 
hearts to one another and to you. In Jesus name. AMEN. 

Share a way that you have grown in the past few years. If you have a 
“growing edge” right now, what is it?  How is that working in your life? 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

• Read Psalm 92 together. What kind of vision of old age does this  
represent? What makes these old ones so fruitful and so vigorous? 

• Does this vision of old age appeal to you? What kind of person do you 
want to “grow” into being? 

• Read Ephesians 4 together. The Apostle Paul paints a picture of 
“maturity” here. What does maturity look like according to Paul? 

• Have you ever thought about growing “into Christ?” What in the world 
might that mean? 

• Part of this maturity seems to mean not being “tossed” by every wind 
that comes along. Can you relate to this understanding of immaturity?  
What kind of winds are tossing you and your family right now? 

• The CEB translation phrases Ephesians 4:13 God’s goal is for us to 
become mature adults - to be fully grown, measured by the standard 
of the fullness of Christ. What does this mean? What does it look like? 

What is the Christian spiritual life? It is simply life lived in  
Christ - that is, a life where Christ rather than our own  

self-image constitutes the center of who we are...Empty of  
self-importance and self-interest, human life is free to be what 

God intended: holy, humble, joyfully obedient, radiating the 
power of love.                      

Marjorie J. Thompson - The Way of Christ 
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Psalm 92 
 

The righteous flourish 

like the palm tree, and 

grow like a cedar in 

Lebanon. They are 

planted in the house of 

the Lord; they flourish  

in the courts of our 

God. In old age they still 

produce fruit; they are 

always green and full 

of sap……. 

 

Ephesians 4 

The gifts he gave were 

that some would be 

apostles, some  

prophets, some  

evangelists, some  

pastors and teachers,  

to equip the saints for 

the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of 

Christ, until all of us 

come to the unity of the 

faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of 

God, to maturity, to the  

measure of the full  

stature of Christ. We 

must no longer be  

children, tossed to and 

fro and blown about by 

every wind of doctrine, 

by people’s trickery, by 

their craftiness in  

deceitful scheming. But 

speaking the truth in 

love, we must grow up 

in every way into him 

who is the head, into 

Christ... 

 

Gather for Growth  



•  

•  

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

•  

Stacy Ikard 

Scripture talks about 

the transformation of 

our souls, spirits and 

relationships not as   

upward mobility but as 

a kind of emptying. The 

transformation that  

happens as we grow in 

Christ is an emptying of 

our agendas, goals, 

brightness, goodness, 

until we become more 

like Christ. 

 

Emily Wright 

I think there is a  

tendency to make  

spiritual growth  

individual...but when we 

get further away from 

community we get  

further away from  

opportunities for growth 

and transformation. I 

love the image of the 

mirror...having my 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ put that mirror in 

front of me by their very 

lives. 

 

Emily’s  

Challenge: 

Find a community that 

furthers your spiritual 

growth. 

 

Never stop growing in 

the likeness of Christ. 
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• Read Marjorie Thompson’s definition of the Christian spiritual life.  
Does it make sense to you? Why or why not? 

• Did Stacy and Emily add anything new to your understanding of growing as 
a Christian? What was that?   

• What did they share that you found uncomfortable or thought provoking? 

• How does it feel to think of growth as “emptying”? Does that resonate with 
your life? Why or why not? 

• Emily made a strong case for the importance of community - brothers and 
sisters in Christ holding a mirror before us as we strive to become more like 
Christ. Does this sound comforting? Challenging? Scary? Why? 

• What forces in your life and in our world work against this kind of spiritual 
growth? 

• Do people really want to be more like Christ? Why or why not? 

Read together Galatians 5:22-23: The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,  
patience, kindness, goodness faithfulness, gentleness and self –control. 

Every group member is invited to share with the group one fruit of the Spirit 
they need in their life at this time and why. 

After everyone has shared, pray together. 

Loving God, you care for each of us. You know our needs, our hurts and 
our fears. Come into our lives and bear much fruit. Help us to receive 
just what we need for the challenges ahead. In Jesus’ name. AMEN. 

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

• What keeps you from spiritual growth? What could you do to meet Emily’s 
challenge? 

• What does WHPC need to do to create more safe spaces for folks to come 
together for spiritual growth? 

• How could the church be more helpful for you and for your family in this  
regard? 
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Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him won ’t perish but will have eternal 

life.  God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 

•  

1 

Have someone open the group in prayer, giving thanks for this time and 
for the children in our lives. Name them if possible! 

Share something a child has taught you lately. 

Share the most memorable thing that ever happened in a church  
setting that had to do with a child or a youth in your presence. 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

• Read Psalm 78 together. What do you think the “dark sayings from of 
old” pertain to? Why would someone keep these things from children? 

• What do you think the coming generation needs to know about God? 
What is the best way to share such things with children? 

• Why does the psalmist care about God’s deeds and glory being 
shared with the little ones of the community? 

• Read Deuteronomy 6 together. The first verses are a prayer that  
faithful Jews pray together on a daily basis called the Shema. Why 
are the Israelites commanded to recite these words to their children? 

• As Christians, what verses would you recite to children on a daily  
basis? 

• It has been said that Christianity is always just one generation away 
from dying out. What is our responsibility for the proclamation of the 
Gospel into the next generation? How do we live that out? 

What you do for kids will transform your church.  
Something transformational happens in churches  
when more children and teenagers are around.  

Parents become more engaged. Volunteers become  
more motivated. Staffs become more focused. Everybody  

becomes more involved. Your church will love deeper, think  
harder, laugh louder and pray more...a few more kids can  
change the dynamic and the energy of your entire church.  

Reggie Joiner 
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Psalm 78 

Give ear, O my people, to 

my teaching; incline your 

ears to the words of my 

mouth. I will open my 

mouth in a parable; I will 

utter dark sayings from 

of old, things that we 

have heard and known, 

that our ancestors have 

told us.  We will not hide 

them from their  

children; we will tell to 

the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of 

the Lord, and his might,  

and the wonders that he 

has done.  

Deuteronomy 6 

Hear, O Israel: 

The Lord is our God, 

the Lord alone. You shall 

love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and 

with all your might.  Keep 

these words that I am  

commanding you today in 

your heart. Recite them 

to your children and talk 

about them when you are 

at home and when you 

are away, when you lie 

down and when you rise. 

..When your children ask 

you in time to come, 

“What is the meaning of 

the decrees and the  

statutes and the  

ordinances that the  

Lord our God has  

commanded you?”   

then you shall say to your 

children, “We were  

Pharaoh’s slaves in 

Egypt, but the Lord  

brought us out of Egypt 

with a mighty hand. “  

Gather for Community 



•  

•  

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

•  

2 

• What do you think about the values of the younger generation as described 
by Kyle and Emily? In what ways are they similar to every generation?  
In what ways are they unique? 

• Kyle and Emily suggest that faith is passed on through  
relationship. Do you agree? Have you experienced that yourself? 

• What effect does screen time have in the relationships of our children and 
youth?  How might the church have an impact in this regard? 

• What would you like to see happen here at WHPC in our children’s and 
youth ministry going forward? 

• How can we better support young families here at WHPC? 

Pray together, God, you alone are our God - and we will love you with all 
out heart, with all our soul and with all our might.  Help us to keep these 
words and to tell the next generation about your love. Hear our prayers 
now for those younger than ourselves that need your help… 

(Enter a time of silence. Say names out loud that you want to pray for.  
Keep going until there is silence) 

Pray together, Thank you that you are not only our God but the God of 
our children, our children’s children, and every generation. Draw close 
to us now, and watch over us in the week ahead. In Jesus’ name. AMEN. 

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

• What can we do as individuals to be in relationship with children and youth 
here at WHPC? 

• What might the next steps be for our congregation in intentionally relating to 
younger generations and sharing our faith? 

• What should our attitude and goals be in regard to children, youth and their 
families going forward? 
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Kyle Bender 
 

We try to have a  

consistent person who 

shows up weekly in the 

lives of our students…. 

to be that presence 

when they need it. 

 

In our worship I am  

reminded of child like 

wonder and faith...we 

need that wonder  

today. 

 

There is no “kids table”  

- our children are  

welcome to join the rest 

of us at God’s table. 

 

Emily Wright 
 

Our young people can 

express themselves in 

ways we couldn’t  

imagine before - on 

screens and not face to 

face. 

 

Emily’s  

Challenge 

We need to be a church 

where faithful adults 

have relationships with 

the younger generation. 

 

Each of us must find 

ways to engage with 

children and youth to 

make that happen. 



 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him won ’t perish but will have eternal 

life.  God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 

•  

1 

 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him won ’t perish but will have eternal 

life.  God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 

•  

1 

Have someone open with prayer, giving thanks to God for those that  
exhibit the Kingdom of God in the world. 

• What is your favorite “call story” in Scripture? 

• Share a time when you were sent to do something that was difficult. 

• Share a time when you were sent to do something unexpected. 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

• Read Isaiah 61 together. Do you recognize these verses from the 
New Testament? How are they used in the Gospel of Luke? 

• What exactly is God’s messenger sent to do?  
Does anything in the list surprise you, or seem unlike the others? 

• What role does the Spirit of God play in sending, according to Isaiah? 

• What results appear when God’s people are sent in God’s name? 

• Read Romans 10 together. This passage is often used by the church 
to talk about preachers and missionaries. The Apostle Paul actually 
meant this instruction for the church - for all believers. How is the 
church to “proclaim” Jesus Christ? How is the church sent? 

• The feet of those who bring good news are “beautiful.” They move.  
They walk. They are sent. Where have you seen the “beautiful feet” of 
the church in action? 

• What does being “sent” look like for Christians today? For the church 
today? 

When we practice partnership…we can move from doing things for 

other people to doing them with each other. We shift from thinking 

we’re taking God somewhere to instead participating where God is 

already creating and sustaining, even if there are few signs. 

– Kent Annan, Slow Kingdom Coming 

Isaiah 61 

The spirit of the Lord  

God is upon me,  

because the Lord has 

anointed me; he has  

sent me to bring good 

news to the  

oppressed, to bind up 

the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to 

the captives, and  

release to the  

prisoners; to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s  

favor, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; 

to comfort all who 

mourn; to provide for 

those who mourn in  

Zion - to give them a 

garland instead of  

ashes, the oil of  

gladness instead of 

mourning,  the mantle of 

praise instead of a faint 

spirit.  

 

Romans 10 

For, ‘Everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord 

shall be saved.’ But how 

are they to call on one 

in whom they have not 

believed? And how are 

they to believe in one of 

whom they have never 

heard? And how are 

they to hear without 

someone to proclaim 

him? And how are they 

to proclaim him unless 

they are sent? As it is 

written, ‘How beautiful 

are the feet of those 

who bring good news!’  
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Gather to Be Sent  



•  

•  

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

•  

2 

• Claire and Emily spoke of being sent in some new and provocative ways.  
What do you hear? 

• What does Claire mean when she says that “having” Jesus and taking Him 
to others entails “a pretty small Jesus?” 

• In what ways is Jesus loose in the world - what does that mean to you? 

• What‘s the difference between sharing an authentic story of faith and its 
struggles, versus speaking in jargon and certainty? 

• How might we sometimes make the Great Commission something to do - a 
check list - instead of a way to live? 

Share one place in your life or circle of influence that God is calling you to 
show up.  After everyone has shared, enter into a time of prayer. Begin in  
silence… 

One person prays: God we are your people, and we are your hands and feet.  
You are at work all around us, and you ask us to show up. You send us to be 
part of your work. Hear our prayers… 

One at a time everyone says Here I am Lord, send me. 

When everyone has had a chance to pray, one person closes with prayer. 

The whole group can end with the Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

• How can we as a church be “sent” into real lives to live the Great  
Commission? 

• What could the church do to help us with this? 

• Where are you feeling sent this week? 

• Where do you think the church is being sent in the year ahead? 
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Claire Berry 

We sometimes believe 

that the great  

commission means 

we’ve got Jesus and we 

are going to take Jesus 

to others...but that’s a 

pretty small Jesus.   

Jesus is cut loose in the 

world...we aren’t just 

sent to do something to 

others...we are sent out 

to notice God - to notice 

the grace that’s already 

in the world. 

People don’t want our 

jargon and false  

certainty...people need 

to hear our struggle 

...Our authentic story of 

our faith is the best 

thing we have to share 

with others. 

 

Emily Wright 

We must learn to live 

sent in a relational way, 

without being pushy or 

judgey...It’s too easy to 

make this great  

commission into  

something to achieve 

...as if there needs to be 

an outcome that I get to 

see...What if it’s just  

being sent and living in 

a way that exemplifies 

Christ...and it never 

comes back to you. 

 

Emily’s  

Challenge 

Find simple and humble 

ways to live out the 

Great Commission. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them…  

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And remember I am with you. 



 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him won ’t perish but will have eternal 

life.  God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 

•  

1 

 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him won ’t perish but will have eternal 

life.  God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 

•  

1 

Have someone open with prayer. 

• Does gratitude make a difference in all situations? Why or why not? 

• Share an experience you have had that taught you the importance of 
gratitude. 

• Where do you think gratitude is most needed in our world today? 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

• Read Psalm 24 together. What does it mean that the earth is the 
Lord’s? Are we to take that literally? What might that entail? 

• The psalmist seems to suggest that knowing God to “own” the earth 
and each of us affects the way we worship. How so? 

• When the psalmist says that worshippers with pure hearts who lift up 
their souls to the truth will receive blessings from the Lord, what kind 
of blessing do you think is being suggested? Material blessings?  
Spiritual blessings? Other kinds of blessing? 

• Read Colossians 3 together. Here the Apostle Paul outlines the  
basics of the Christian life. Notice that gratitude is mentioned three 
times in these four verses. What is the source of this gratitude?   
What is the object of this gratitude? 

• According to Paul, what role does gratitude play in our life together?  
How might that effect the way we treat each other? How might that 
effect our giving to others and to the church? How might that effect 
our worship? 

• How do you experience the gratitude of others in the church?  
In a worship service?   

God has given us two hands — one to receive with and 
the other to give with. We are not cisterns made for hoarding; 

we are channels made for giving.  
– Billy Graham  

 

Psalm 24 

The earth is the Lord’s and 

all that is in it, the world, 

and those who live in it; for 

he has founded it on the 

seas, and established it on  

the rivers. Who shall ascend  

the hill of the Lord? And  

who shall stand in his holy 

place? Those who have 

clean hands and pure 

hearts, who do not lift up 

their souls to what is false, 

and do not swear  

deceitfully. They will  

receive blessing from the  

Lord, and vindication from 

the God of their salvation.  

Such is the company of 

those who seek him, who 

seek the face of the God of 

Jacob. 

Colossians 3 

As God’s chosen ones, holy 

and beloved, clothe your-

selves with compassion,  

kindness, humility,  

meekness, and patience.  

Bear with one another and, 

if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive 

each other; just as the Lord  

has forgiven you, so you  

also must forgive. Above all, 

clothe yourselves with love,  

which binds everything to-

gether in perfect harmony.  

And let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in 

the one body. And be  

thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly; 

teach and admonish one 

another in all wisdom; and 

with gratitude in your hearts 

sing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs to God. And 

whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus,  

giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.  

11 

Gather for Generosity 



•  

•  

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

•  

2 

• Emily reminds us that the resources we “have” don’t actually belong to us.  
How do you feel about that reality?  What messages does the world give us 
about our belongings and resources? 

• Can you make the case that being a disciple of Jesus Christ involves gen-
erosity?  How would you do that?  What motivates Christian generosity? 

• Jesus once said that it was easier for a camel to go through the eye of nee-
dle than for a rich person to enter God’s kingdom.  Why would it be more 
difficult for those with plentiful resources to focus upon God? 

• What do you think helps us move from an “owner” mentality to a “steward” 
mentality when it comes to our material wealth and possessions? 

Have everyone share what they are grateful for about the last six weeks and 
the gathering of the group. 

After everyone has had a chance to share, Pray Colossians 3 together… 

Clothe us in love, O God - which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. Call us  
together and bind us together in the one body. And teach us to be 
thankful. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Gather to Hear  

Gathering Our Hear ts  

Gathering Our Church  

• Do you think of WHPC as a generous church?  Why or why not? 

• How can we as a congregation help one another steward our resources? 

• What do you think is required of a congregation like ours with the blessing 
of material resources?  What changes (if any) might we make to live into 
our calling of a generous church? 
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Emily’s  

Truths about 

Stewardship 

 

God is the owner of 

what we have and we 

are the stewards of 

God’s gifts. 

 

To whom much is  

given much is  

required. (Luke 12:48) 

 

Giving is an act of  

discipleship. 

 

Out gifts gathered  

together can have 

much greater impact 

than our individual 

gifts. 

 

Emily’s  

Challenge: 

 

Live your life and use 

your resources with 

the understanding 

that God owns all you 

have and all you are. 



 

Gather Up  

Gather Around the Word  

 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him won ’t perish but will have eternal 

life.  God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 
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Have someone open with prayer. 

• Does gratitude make a difference in all situations? Why or why not? 

• Share an experience you have had that taught you the importance of 
gratitude. 

• Where do you think gratitude is most needed in our world today? 
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Gather Around the Word  

• Read Psalm 24 together. What does it mean that the earth is the 
Lord’s? Are we to take that literally? What might that entail? 

• The psalmist seems to suggest that knowing God to “own” the earth 
and each of us effects the way we worship. How so? 

• When the psalmist says that worshippers with pure hearts who lift up 
their souls to the truth will receive blessings from the Lord, what kind 
of blessing do you think is being suggested? Material blessings?  
Spiritual blessings? Other kinds of blessing? 

• Read Colossians 3 together. Here the Apostle Paul outlines the  
basics of the Christian life. Notice that gratitude is mentioned three 
times in these four verses. What is the source of this gratitude?   
What is the object of this gratitude? 

• According to Paul, what role does gratitude play in our life together?  
How might that effect the way we treat each other? How might that 
effect our giving to others and to the church? How might that effect 
our worship? 

• How do you experience the gratitude of others in the church?  
In a worship service?   

God has given us two hands — one to receive with and 
the other to give with. We are not cisterns made for hoarding; 

we are channels made for giving.  
– Billy Graham  
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and beloved, clothe your-
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Bear with one another and, 

if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive 

each other; just as the Lord  

has forgiven you, so you  

also must forgive. Above all, 

clothe yourselves with love,  

which binds everything to-

gether in perfect harmony.  

And let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in 

the one body. And be  

thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly; 

teach and admonish one 

another in all wisdom; and 
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